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PARKS, TREE AND GREENWAY COMMITTEE                                          MINUTES

March 7, 2012

 6:00 PM

Members Present   


Roger Fish                                                      

Nydia Morales

Brian Olin

Alex Rohleder

David Grant

Staff Present

Joe Fivas
Rox Burhans

Hillary Pace

Susan Didier
Call to Order:  Chairman Fish called the meeting to order. 

Roll Call:  Ed Dubisz, Justin King and Kim Nicholson were absent.

Approval of Minutes: February 1, 2012 Approved

Discussion items
Community Park Update- Joe Fivas
Town Manager Joe Fivas discussed the future plans for the park development and the role the committee will be taking. There are four or five projects in the works.  Mr. Fivas stated the Crossing Paths Park has been very successful and asked the committee members for suggestions of any improvement that could be made.  He suggested the Park committee and the Historical Society collaborate for any recommendations or suggestions for additional elements in the park, whether it is landscaping, a walk through history or any other amenities or improvements to enhance the experience.  He stated he would like to have this information prior to May to possibly include these elements in the budget.
Mr. Fivas discussed the Carolina Thread Trail.  He stated staff is working with the Carolina Thread Trail to establish the best process in developing the first leg. There are possibilities for grants to assist in this development.  He stated there is a potential coordination with sidewalk project to connect and create a 3 mile loop accessible to the neighborhood in that area, many of which do not have many if any amenities.  More details will be brought back to the committee at another time.  Another item being looked at is the Park bond, which was defeated in November 2011.  It would have built the 51 acre park.  There has been discussion on ways to improve the presentation of the bond referendum to possibly bring it up for a vote in the near future.  
Mr. Fivas stated Carolina Courts is being dislocated due to the Monroe bypass project.  They would like to stay in Indian Trail and have provided, to the Town, a letter of intent to potentially relocate to 3 acres of the 51 acres.  Carolina Courts is offering the Town 15 to 20 hours of free open public time for each resident at their facility.   They are excited about being in the park and we are now working on funding options and ideas to keep this recreational resource in Indian Trail.   He expressed this is a very high priority for the Town because of the extremely substantial economic impact the facility would provide.  It is estimated every family that comes in for a weekend tournament will spend an average of $300 on amenities.   The Town does not want to lose that and will continue to look into ways to make this public-private partnership work.  The town is probably a few weeks away from an answer.
The last park issue Mr. Fivas spoke about was the donation of 15 acres of land to the Town along Old Monroe Road to include a park.  The Town would like this committee’s input on the development of a park to be built there.  The town is trying to create its park foot prints on both sides of Highway 74.  They will look to take advantage of land prices being at a low to possibly obtain parcels of land to use for future parks.  Mr. Fivas hopes to get feed back and advice from the committee on all these projects.

Mr. Olin asked if there is a specific location within the 51 acre park designated for Carolina Courts.

Mr. Fivas answered that there are different options.  Mr. Fivas referred the committee to a map of the park area.  He noted that a small segment of the park will be used for the future Chestnut Connector.  He mentioned road access as being a current hurdle and the possibility of building a side entrance off Matthews Indian Trail Road.  He said Carolina Courts did not express any preference but felt the backside of Highway 74 would be the best fit to bring continued economic growth.  Committee members discussed the agreement with Carolina Courts and the pros and cons to both the residents and the Town.  
Roger Fish advised the committee of a possible relationship between Carolina Courts and the Metrolina Native American Association.  The Metrolina Native Americans would like to be able to hold their Pow Wow indoors and the proposed facility for Carolina Courts could be a good fit.   He also mentioned that the Historical Society sees many opportunities to exhibit the Town’s history in a variety of forms in the proposed park area.  These could include museums, history walks, reenactments, etc.
Mr. Fish brought up the matter of the donation of the 15 acres from the Funderburk family and possible amenities the committee would like to see included.  The committee members also offered their opinion regarding the Park Bond Referendum. 
Mr. Fivas indicated that public involvement would be a strong resource for the Town in determining funding for future parks.  The Committee agreed that Earth Day Arbor Day would be a good venue to educate the public regarding parks.
Union West Library Children’s Class- Recap
Ms. Pace showed pictures of the class and indicated that the children were all well involved.    The library and attendees expressed they had a great time and looked forward to future classes.  Ms. Pace gave the committee a tutorial for navigating the town’s website.
Earth Day Arbor Day- April 21st
The Earth Day Arbor Day event was discussed.  The Town will be sponsoring a poetry contest; which she asked the committee members to judge.  There will also be education and informational booths and would appreciate any volunteers from the committee.    Ms. Pace informed the committee of the Mayor’s Tree Education Initiative, which staff proposes to be an outreach event at the schools. They will be looking to engage 4th graders in tree awareness the week prior to the Earth Day Arbor Day event and hope the committee can offer support.  Ms. Pace will have all details at the next meeting.
2011 Tree City USA Recertification 
Ms. Pace informed the committee that the Town will be receiving the 2011Tree City USA Recertification Award. This is the town’s fifth year being recognized. Ms. Pace explained the requirements for qualifying for this award.
Topics for next meeting.
Ms. Pace reminded the committee that terms would be ending for two members, Kim Nicholson and Justin King. If they wish to serve for another term they will need to reapply and have a recommendation from the board. Ms. Pace introduced Mr. Roger McWhorter to the committee. He recently submitted an application to serve on the Parks, Tree, and Greenway Committee. Mr. McWhorter spoke to the board, offering some background information about himself and his family and his interest in joining the committee. 

Ms. Pace expressed Earth Day Arbor Day would be the main topic for discussion at the next meeting and the committee will be advised of any Community Garden updates.
Adjournment
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