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The Councils of Government were created by and for local governments. The elected officials serve as
representatives for member governments.

Centralina COG is a state-designated regional council of government focused on growing the economy and
jobs, controlling cost of government and improving quality of lives. We do this by working with our
community partners to plan, coordinate, collaborate and align local, state and federal programs and
initiatives to achieve regional goals and by providing technical assistance to local governments.

The work of Centralina COG also includes workforce development, economic and community development,
planning, air quality, water quality and quantity, transportation services and supporting and advocating for
older and disabled adults and their families.

Centralina COG is comprised of seven counties and 59 municipalities representing 1.8 million people living in
the region. It is a voluntary association working together to develop regional plans, strategies and programs
for economic, workforce and community development and partnering with our communities to improve
quality of life.

Three important and related initiatives currently underway include:

e North Carolina Tomorrow - a statewide program designed jointly funded by the State and U.S.
Economic Development Administration (EDA) to coordinate the updating of regional comprehensive
economic development strategies (CEDS) with a focus on growing the economy and jobs.

e Housing and Urban Development Sustainability program - Centralina was awarded $4.9 million to
continue building a strategic plan that would incorporate the economic development strategies (from
the NC Tomorrow program) into community based growth management strategies with a focus on
controlling cost of government and improving quality of life.

e Regional freight planning - member communities have identified the need to develop a regional
freight plan that will improve how goods and material move in and out of this regional market.

Centralina COG’s Board of Delegates met four times per year in February, May, August, and December. In
accordance with the Centralina COG bylaws, the Council elects new officers at the last regular meeting each
year. The bylaws also state the members of the municipal delegates elect one of their members to serve from
the county area on the Executive Board.

The Executive Board meets six times per year in January, March, April, June, September, and October. There
are four officers and a representative from each county and municipality that serves on the Executive Board.

The current Executive Board Officers are:

Martha Sue Hall, Chairperson
City of Albemarle, Councilperson

Michael Johnson, Vice-Chairman
City of Statesville, Mayor Protem

George Arena, Treasurer
Lincoln County, Vice-Chairman, Board of Commissioners

Frank Deese, Secretary
Town of Marshville, Mayor



