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JAMES G, MARTIN

GOVERNOR  oypCUTIVE ORDER NWUMBER 25

REGIONAL POLICY FOR NORTH CAROLINA

In 1970, this State delineated boundarles for multi-county
planning and devalopment regions and in 1971 a Lead Regional
Organization was designated for each reglon to establish goals and
objestives, and serve as the regional agent in dealing with state
and federal agenciea. Thareafter, state agencies were instructed
to utilize the Lead Regilonsl Organization for planning,
implementing, and ecoordinating programs which impeet local
governments. The conocepts of wmulti-county planning regions and
the Lead Regional Organization policy have he&n very affective in
fostering intergovernmental coordination and cooperation and this
Administration 1s sommitted to close cooperation with 1local
governments and their agencies, Therefore, by the authority
vested in me aa Governor by the Constitution and laws of HNorth
Carolina, it is ORDERED:

Section 1. ORGANIZATION

(a) A single Lead Reglonal Organization shall continue to
axiat in each of the eighteen wmulti-county planning
developmsnt regions or such larger or smaller number of
regions as may be hereinafter dJdelineated by the
Department of Administration.

(b) The governing board of each Lead Regional Organization
shall determine tha organizationt's memberahip
composition, but auch Lead Regional Organizations are
upged to limit poliey board representation to elected
officials of the member local governments.

Section 2. EUMCTIONS

(a) Lead Regtonal Organizations, whether Councila of
Governments or Economic Development Diatricts shall have



the same powers and duties specifisd for Counells of
Governments in the General Statutes of North Carolina.

Section 3. ADMINISTRATION

(a) In dividing the State for administrative and/or service
delivery purposes, State agenales shall make
subdivisions cotarminous with the Lesd Regional
Organization boundary 1lines, or with combinations of
such, wunless it can be demonstrated that satrict
conformance would result in i{nefficiencigs, or that the
proposed subdivision bears no relatifonship to regional
plana or activities.

(b) State agencies desiring to eliminate, ree~direct, or
begin programs which impast local governments through
Lead Reglonal Organizations ara hereby directed to
submit any proposed change or modifiecation to the Local
Government Advocacy Council for an advisory opinion
prior to taking action., New programs involving service
delivery through the Lead Regional Organizations must
have the approval of local governments affected ,

(e) State financial support to Lead Regional Organizations
should be limited to grants to carry out specific tasks
whieh are imposed by State goverpment, or tasks which
involve a coordinated state~wide activity which will be
beneficial to both State and local governments. Stata
funds, 1f provided, shall not be utilized for general
administrative support, nor shall they be utilized to
supplant local funds.

(d) The determination of persopnel procedures for Lead
Regional Organizations shall be laft to the discretion
of loecal governments, and no State agenoy shall impose
its personnel procedures on the Lead Regional
Organizationa, Nothing in this section shall preclude
the eatablishment of reazonable minimum education and
experience standards for positions funded by a State
agency, provided that such standards shall be no more
atringent than those in use by 3take or Federal agencias
for comparable positions, The Lead Reglonal
Organizations shall have ocomplete autonomy in filling
such positions from among applicants meeting those
reasonable minimum standards.

Section &. HODIFICATION OF REGIONAL. BOUNDARIES

(a) The Secretary of the Department of Administration is
hersbhy oharged with revising and 1mplementing, if
necessary, the existing guidelines dealing with the
changing of regicnal boundary lines, in accordance with
the following:



()

(e}

(d)

(&)

Section 5.

Poundary changes s3shall not ba oonsidered unless a
petition for change is received frow one or more county
boarda of commisaionérs or from the governing bodies of
one or moreé municipalities whose caombined populations
represent at least 50% of the county population. No
boundary change 3hall be made until after votice of such
proposed change is given, and sufficient opportunity for
publiec comment is provided,

Any request for boundary change shall be acted upon
within ninety (90) days of the receipt of a valid
Petitxﬁﬂ» Non

Approved boundary changes shall be effective on July 1st
of the following year, and must be apnounced at leaat
ninety days prior thereto.

A request for change which is not spproved by the State
shall not be reconsidered for 2 minimum period of three
yeara from the date of disapproval,

ERIOR ORDERS

All prior exeautive orders or portions of prior executive orders
inconsistent herewlth are hareby repealed.

C Thia arder is effective this the ;uif’d“ of February, 1986.

g%iés G, Martin
vernor
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