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Town of Indian Trail 
Minutes of Town Council 
May 8, 2012 
Civic Building 
6:30 P.M. 

 

The following members of the governing body were present: 

 

	Mayor:
	Michael L. Alvarez 


	Council Members:
	Robert Allen, David Cohn, Christopher King, Darlene Luther, and David Waddell. 


	Staff Members:
	Town Manager Joe Fivas, Town Clerk Peggy Piontek, Town Attorney Keith Merritt, Planning Director Shelley DeHart, Rox Burhans, Finance Director Marsha Sutton, Tax Collector Janice Cook, Jennifer Smith, Kelly Barnhardt and Adam McLamb 


CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Alvarez called the meeting to order and lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS  
Robert Allen made a motion to approve adding Resolution for Stone Theatre improvement onto the agenda as item 8b 

Motion Passed 4 - 1 with David Waddell opposing. 

MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA  

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the agenda.

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

PRESENTATIONS 
      None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Regina Dickerson, 5807 Rocky River Road, Indian Trail, NC has been a resident for 35 years; she feels the citizens of Indian Trail are in need of a park that will permit dog walking and bike riding asking Council to give this matter serious consideration. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Town Clerk, Peggy Piontek informed Council that the draft minutes presented tonight have been slightly modified, provided them with a copy of the modification; if approved it is with those slight modifications. 

	
	a.
	Approval of April 24, 2012 minutes

	
	b.
	Month End Tax Report for April 2012


	
	c.
	Resolution Directing the Clerk to Investigate Annexation Petition 131 (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)

	
	d.
	Certificate of Sufficiency (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)


	
	e.
	Resolution setting the date for the Public Hearing to May 22, 2012 for Annexation 131 (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)

	
	f.
	Budget Amendments (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)


Robert Allen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda with additions made by the Town Clerk. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

	
	a.
	ZM 2011-004 Industrial Ventures


Ms. DeHart stated that this is a request to rezone 2 parcels from Regional Business District (RBD) to Light Industrial (LI).  Location:  Industrial Ventures: 2807 Chambers Drive and 4900 Starcrest.  Applicant:  Town of Indian Trail. Tax Parcels: 07048026B and 07048040.  Ms. DeHart informed Council this is simply a housekeeping action, as a town initiated rezone occurred in November of 2009 for the various phases of Industrial Ventures and when reviewing town records, it appears that these 2 parcels were not included in original rezone. 

The Planning Board heard this matter on April 17, 2012 and found the proposed amendment is consistent with the following goal of the Comprehensive Plan:
Goal 1.3.2 Land Use:  The proposed rezone provides a mix of different types of land uses and avoids potential land use conflicts between neighboring properties because it will change the zoning classification to Light Industrial which is consistent with the zoning on adjacent properties and consistent with the land uses within the Industrial Ventures; and
Whereas the Planning Board further finds this zoning reclassification is a reasonable request and is in the public interest because it promotes the goals of the adopted Indian Trail Comprehensive Plan in the areas of Land Use and is consistent with the adopted plans within the Town of Indian Trail.

The Planning Board voted to recommend approval to the Town Council.
 

Mayor Alvarez opened and closed the public comments portion of the hearing as no one signed up to speak 

Christopher King made a motion to concur with findings and approve ZM 2011-004 Industrial Ventures as presented. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)
	
	b.
	ZM2012-001 Brandon Oaks  


Rox Burhans presented to Council a request to rezone 91 parcels (approximately 28.112 acres) from Residential R20 (R-20 Union Co) to Single-Family Residential 4 (SF-4) with a Pre-Existing Development Overlay (PED Overlay 1).  Properties were annexed March 28, 2012 by Annexation 130.  Location:  Portion of Brandon Oaks Phase 9 (The Gardens).  Applicant:  Town of Indian Trail Tax Parcels:  91 Parcels recently annexed by Annexation No. 130.  

The Planning Board heard this item at its April 17, 2012 meeting and made the following required findings:
Goal 1.3.1 Quality of Life:  The proposed rezoning to SF-4 with a PED Overlay 1 will help to promote a better quality of life for our residents by ensuring the continuation of the unique identity and residential character of the Brandon Oaks community.
Goal 1.3.1 Quality of Life:  The proposed rezoning to SF-4 with a PED Overlay 1 will help provide a diverse rage of housing opportunities in Indian Trail by providing additional medium density housing within an overall planned development community with varying housing sizes and densities.
Reasonableness and Public Interest:  The request for this zoning district and overlay is a reasonable request and is in the public interest because it promotes the goal of the adopted Comprehensive Plan in the area of Quality of Life and is consistent with the other adopted plans within the Town. 

Mayor Alvarez opened and closed the public comments portion of the hearing as no one had signed up to speak.

Robert Allen made a motion to concur with findings and approve as presented for ZM2012-001. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)
BUSINESS ITEMS 
	
	a.
	A Resolution to Union County Commissioners for the purpose of a room dedication in the Union West Library of Indian Trail. 


Mr. Fivas advised that the Town was approached to try and find a way to honor one of our former Council Members and community assets Lane Vickery.  We have presented you with a Resolution requesting the Union County Commissioners consider one of the rooms in the library after Ms. Vickery.  Mr. Fivas, staff members and Council commented on the positive impact Ms. Vickery has had on our community and development in Indian Trail.

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the Resolution to Union County Commissioners. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)
	
	b.
	Resolution for Stone Theatre Improvements 


Mr. Fivas advised that yesterday the General Assembly and the North Carolina Department of Transportation requested an additional resolution to confirm the Town’s commitment to the Old Monroe Road improvements for a total of $200,000.  This resolution will assist the North Carolina General Assembly and North Carolina Department of Transportation in securing Contingency Funds and other State Funds as needed for the construction of these improvements.  This does not include the safety improvements that have already been approved by the Town Council.  They have found a new power issue and we will bring you that information at another meeting. 

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the Resolution for Old Monroe Road improvements options. 

Motion Passed 4 - 1 with David Waddell opposing.  (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES)
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
	
	a.
	Budget Workshop


Mr. Fivas presented some of the highlights of the Fiscal Year 2012/2013 budget.  Topics included: budget process, population growth, tax classification, organization chart, tax rate comparisons with communities approximately our size, debt service ratio comparison, intergovernmental ration comparisons, a chart to show where each tax penny collected is applied, revenue summary and town revenues.

Mr. Fivas advised he is not recommending a property tax increase, he is proposing Council consideration of an annual $30 solid waste fee for residential solid waste, and there is no anticipation of additional full time employees being considered.  The highlights of the expense summary presented includes 3 new Deputy positions, one which has already been approved and 2 of which will be partly funded through a grant (confirmation expected in the fall of 2012), the County has advised that annual law enforcement costs will increased 6.92%.  Mr. Fivas proposed the creation of the Indian Trail Cultural Arts Center with a program budget of $7,000, starting a Citizen Academy for early 2013 ($1,000 cost), the possibility of new solid waste services, build a temporary small Public Works facility which can be used for future park maintenance area for the 51-acre park.  Mr. Fivas is recommending a 1.9% COLA for town employees, $2,230,000 in Capital Improvements, the possible purchase of a Community Park and funds available for park implementation, the continuation of rewriting the Municipal Code and to work with the community and Town Council to begin planning for future community facility locations. 

Upon completion of the budget presentation, Council asked several questions and had several comments to make.  They discussed the idea of having another budget workshop this month.

Robert Allen made a motion to approve another budget workshop on May 22nd meeting after the public hearing. 

Mr. Fivas suggested that if time is an issue on May 22nd, Council consider continuing the meeting to Wednesday, May 23rd if necessary.

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Waddell suggested that if we are adding another officer in the fall regardless of the grant, we should put it in the budget now to avoid shuffling too much around to add the second officer in the fall. 

Mr. Fivas stated there are funds allocated in the budget for resources, from a process standpoint it would be easier to wait and see what the decision is from the State and then react to that decision.  Mr. Cohn suggested waiting and seeing what happens. 

	
	b.
	Discussion of Bond question. 


Mr. Fivas informed Council our Bond Counsel has prepared three draft questions for your consideration.  He believes that all three questions would work for this situation; however, he believes that question #2 is the safest alternative.  It provides the opportunity to redirect the funds if the current property on Oakwood Lane is not purchased.  (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES).
Christopher King made a motion to approve the verbiage for: "SHALL the order authorizing $8,500,000 of bonds secured by the pledge of the full faith and credit of the Town of Indian Trail, North Carolina to pay the costs of providing for the acquisition, construction, renovation, improvement and equipping of parks and recreation facilities for a park located at 304 Matthews-Indian Trail Road and another community park to be designated by the Town, including the acquisition of land, rights-of-way and easements related thereto, if necessary, and a tax to be levied for the payment thereof be approved?" 

Mr. Waddell stated that he believes $8,500,000 is excessive for this town, it’s a mistake and the money should be used for infrastructure 

Motion Passed 4 - 1 with David Waddell opposing. 

MANAGERS REPORT 
Mr. Fivas passed out a photograph donated by Extreme Ice of the US National hockey team when they played Canada.  He thanked everyone for their attendance on Clean Up day and feels we provided a great service for our citizens.  It was a fun morning and we appreciate their assistance, as well as Waste Pro for their efforts and assistance. Movie night was a great success; we had approximately 300 people, one of our biggest movie nights.  Family Fun Day is coming up on June 2nd, tell your friends to come out.  It will be a carnival type atmosphere, the event is completely free. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Mayor Alvarez showed the picture donated by Extreme Ice advising these gentlemen have little or no use of their lower extremities and acknowledging the inspiration the athletes showed on how to overcome obstacles.  They could have sat home and done nothing, these are the most respectful and inspiring people he has ever met in his life.  We could all take a lesson from the tenacity they show in their lives and the desire to succeed.

Ms. Luther stated that Family Fun Day rides are free, kids have a great time.  So many community festivals have wonderful events but it’s expensive to put the kids on the rides.  Spread the word, let people know this is an awesome event for everyone. Mayor Alvarez you are a breath of fresh air, she greatly appreciates it, he goes to everything with a positive spirit and the people appreciate it and thanked him for it. 

Mr. Waddell shared an article written by John Hood, pertaining to where and how specific firms operate depending on what they produce and for which markets.  As a whole you will more successfully predict economic performance with business cost measures than with quality of life measures.  He invited everyone to read the article, is North Carolina's climate improving published in the Enquirer Journal Saturday, April 21st.

Mr. King spoke about the success of Trash pickup day, he received a lot of positive feedback, commending Waste Pro and its staff for doing a great job. All of the employees were positive and appeared to want to be out there.

Mr. Cohn invited everyone to a bar-be-que next Saturday at 4 pm in Bonterra.  It is a fund raiser for a neighbor who has stage 4 cancer.  Please come out and support her. 

Mr. Allen stated that recycling day was a huge hit and complimented Waste Pro on a great job.  Family Fun Day is coming up get out there and enjoy yourselves. 

Mayor Alvarez wished everyone a Happy Mother’s Day. 

CLOSED SESSION  
          None 

ADJOURN  
Christopher King made a motion to adjourn 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

	
	APPROVED: 
_____________________________________

           Michael L. Alvarez, Mayor 

 

 
 

Attest: 
_____________________________________

           Peggy Piontek, Town Clerk
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