
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE AGENDA 

July 9, 2012 

6:30 PM 

Civic Building 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. June 7, 2012 

4. Discussion 

a. Public Comment 

b. Use of Laptops and Other Devices During Meetings 

c. Site Visit Coordination – Update 

d. Open Burning – review of draft ordinance 

e. Leash Law  

5. Business 

6. Adjournment 



 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE                                           

MINUTES 
June 7, 2012 

 6:30 PM 

 

Members Present –  
Cathi Higgins, James Houston, Frances Knight, John Krohn, Arthur Spurr, Samantha Towns, 

Kenneth Young, Sherry Waddell, Ryan Moore 

 

Staff Present – Luke Fawcett (Staff Liaison), Joe Fivas (Town Manager)  

 
 

Item 1 - Call to Order:  Chair Cathi Higgins called the meeting to order.  

 

Item 2 - Roll Call   
 

Cathi Higgins - yes 

James Houston - yes 

Frances L. Knight -yes 

John Krohn -yes 

Arthur Spurr-yes 

Samantha B. Towns - yes 

Kenneth Young - yes 

Sherry L. Waddell, Alternate - yes 

Ryan Christopher Moore, Alternate -yes 

 

Item 3 - Approval of Minutes 

James Houston motions to approve minutes for May 17, 2012 meeting.  Kenneth Young seconds 

motion.  Minutes approved unanimously, no discussion. 

 



Item 4 - Discussion:  Higgins recommended moving the Yard Debris business item up in the 

agenda to accommodate the schedule of Ryan Moore.  Committee approved.   

 

 

Item 5 - Business 

 

A. Meeting Procedures.  Cathi Higgins briefly introduced discussion on how the PSC would 

operate.  Higgins proposed a more relax style of “Roberts Rules of Order” to accommodate 

the advisory committee.  The committee agreed that a raise of hands in order to be 

recognized would be adequate.   

 

Staff Liaison Fawcett also offered clarity on how the committee handles voting on issues.  

The committee alternates will only participate in a vote if a quorum of regular members is 

not present.  The alternates are allowed to participate in meeting discussion, regardless of 

whether or not they are able to vote on issues. 

 

Arthur Spurr questioned the committee member’s ability to meet and discuss with other 

committee members outside of official meetings.  Staff will bring to the committee a strict 

interpretation of the open meeting laws to the next meeting.   

 

B. Member Terms.  Higgins stated the need to stagger the committee member terms.  Spurr 

proposed drawing numbers for fairness.  The following terms were established for each 

member (names were drawn at end of meeting): 

 

Cathi Higgins 1 year 

Jim Houston 3 years 

Frances Knight 1 year 

John Krohn 2 years 

Arthur Spurr 2 years 

Samantha Towns  1 year 

Kenneth Young 3 years 

Sherry Waddell 3 years 

Ryan Moore  2 years 

 

C. Yard Debris Burn Ordinance. (item moved up in agenda)  Luke Fawcett presented some 

information from the NCDENR Division of Air Quality regarding state regulations on Open 

Burning in North Carolina.  He also updated the committee on the Town’s pursuit of a new 

Solid Waste contract, and the implications that would have on yard debris pick-up and open 

burning.  State regulations prohibit open burning if a municipality provides yard debris pick-

up.   Allowable burning under state law includes campfires, outdoor barbecues, and bonfires 

for festive occasions.  North Carolina General Statues also allow for open burning for land 

clearing under certain conditions.   

 

Spurr and Houston both commented on how they approved of the ordinance that was 

presented in March of 2010.  Spurr proposed recommending to the Town Council the current 

ordinance as well as referencing the state statutes that prohibit open burning if a municipality 



offers yard debris pick-up service.  

  

Houston motions to recommend the current ordinance as well as a statement that points to 

North Carolina General Statues that regulates open burning.  After brief discussion, Spurr 

seconds the motion.  All members voted in favor except for Knight who opposed.   

 

D.  Site Visit Coordination.  Higgins asked for an update from Houston and Moore on visiting 

the facilities of the Sheriff’s Office, Fire Departments, EMS, Emergency Management and 

Animal Shelter. 

 

The group agreed on Monday, Thursday, and Friday as good days for visits to Fire, EMS, 

and Emergency Management.  The group agreed to visit Stallings VFD.   

 

Waddell will schedule and update the group on visits to the animal shelter.  Waddell and 

Moore will send email updates on progress. 

 

E. Leash Law Ordinance Review.  Mr. Fivas updated the group that Kelly Barnhardt will aid 

the committee in research and formulating any ordinance that the committee wishes to create.   

 

Higgins moderated discussion centered on licensing, the current ordinance of Union County, 

the use of a leash on or off property, and how dogs would be contained on and off property.     

 

The committee agreed that simplicity in the regulation and enforcement, and education on 

animal control, should be the goal in a final animal control or leash law-type ordinance.   

 

Higgins asked for a consensus from the committee on the issue of how dogs are controlled.  

A majority of the committee (six) agreed that how a dog is controlled within the owner’s 

property is left to the judgment of the owner, as long as it is contained on that property in a 

safe manner, and is unable to leave the property outside of the owner’s control.  However, 

once off the property, the dog must be controlled by the owner through use of a leash.  The 

committee agreed to start with this premise in the formulating of a leash law.   

 

Staff was directed to line up Union County Animal Control and Waxhaw Animal Control to 

be available at the next meeting to discuss animal control and leash law.   

 

Item 6 - Adjournment 

Spurr makes a motion to adjourn.  Houston seconds.  All were in favor. 

 

Town of Indian Trail 

Public Safety Committee 

 

 

 

_____________________________________Chairman______________Date 

 

_____________________________________Secretary 



 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA) 

) ORDINANCE 

# TOWN OF INDIAN TRAIL ) 
 
 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING CHAPTER 93 “FIRE PREVENTION” OF THE CODE 

OF ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN OF INDIAN TRAIL 
 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE OPEN BURNING OF YARD WASTE 

IN CORPORATE TOWN LIMITS 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Indian Trail deems it to be in the best interest 

to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Indian Trail from fire hazards, air 

pollution and nuisances associated with the burning of yard waste. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council as follows: 

 
Section 1.  Definitions The following words when used in this ordinance shall have the 

meanings ascribed to them in this section: 

 
(A) “Open Burning” means the burning of yard waste in such a manner that the products 

of combustion resulting from the burning are omitted directly into the atmosphere 

without passing through a chimney or a permitted air pollution control device. 

 
(B)  “Yard Waste” means any grass, weeds leaves, tree trimmings, plants, shrubbery 

pruning, and such other similar materials which are generated in the maintenance of 

yards and gardens. 

 
Section 2.  Open Burning of Yard Waste Prohibited 

 
(A) In coordination with North Carolina Administrative Code Section .1900, all open 

burning of yard waste, including leaves, tree branches or yard trimmings is 

prohibited where a public pickup of yard debris service is provided. 

 

Section 3.  Permissable Open Burning 

 

(A)  Open Burning for land clearing or right-of-way maintenance if in accordance with all 

conditions listed within NCAC 02D .1903 (b)(2). 

 

(B) Camp fires and fires used solely for outdoor cooking and other recreational purposes, 

or for ceremonial occasions, or for human warmth and comfort and which do not 

create a nuisance and do not use synthetic materials or refuse or salvageable 

materials for fuel. 

 



 

Section 4.  Penalties and Remedies 

 
(A) Civil Penalties. An Indian Trail Code Enforcement Officer may issue a warning 

citation for a first offence of this ordinance.  A Code Enforcement Officer may issue a 

civil citation for any subsequent violations of this ordinance, subjecting the violator to 

a civil penalty of $200.00 for all second offence and $300.00 for the third offence and 

$500.00 for all subsequent offences. If a person fails to pay the citation within 10 days 

of issuance, the Town may seek to enforce this ordinance through any appropriate 

equitable action. 

 
(B)   The Town may seek to enforce this ordinance through any appropriate action. 

 
(C)  Each day that a violation continues after the offender has been notified of the 

violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

 
(D) The Town may seek to enforce this ordinance by using any one or a combination of 

the foregoing remedies. 

Section 5.  Effective Date  

 

This ordinance shall be effective starting ___, 2012.   Adopted this day the ___
 

day of _____, 2012. 
 

 
 
 

Michael Alvarez, Mayor 
 
 
 
 

Peggy Piontek, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 

Keith Merritt, Town Attorney 
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