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Town of Indian Trail  

Minutes of Town Council  

September 13, 2011  

Civic Building  

6:30 P.M.  
 

 

  

 

The following members of the governing body were present:  

  

Mayor Pro Tem: Jeffrey L. Goodall 

 

Council Members: Robert Allen, Darlene Luther, and Roger Stanton.  

 

Absent Members: Gary D'Onofrio and  John J. Quinn  

 

Staff Members: Town Manager Joe Fivas, Town Clerk Peggy Piontek, Town Attorney Keith Merritt, Planning 

Director Shelley DeHart, Economic Development Coordinator Kelly Barnhardt, Engineer 

Scott Kaufhold, Finance Director Marsha Sutton, and Tax Collector Janice Cook.  

 

 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Goodall called the meeting to order and announced the absence of Mayor Quinn & Council 

Member D’Onofrio, then lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS  
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Jeffrey Goodall made a motion to approve adding as item 8c Building Reuse and Restoration Grant application.  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA       

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the agenda.  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

David Drehs, 3216 Bow Club Trail, Indian Trail, NC commented that staff has been very professionial in providing 

documentation for his campaign.  He feels the appointment of volunteers should be at the top of the agenda not 

the bottom.  The best way to make a meeting shorter is to remove the Council’s chairs and have them stand for the 

whole meeting.  

 

Carlton Aldrich, 2033 Fripp Lane, Indian Trail, NC ran out of time at the last meeting so he read the last part of the 

letter Mr. Spurr received from Agnes Stevens representing North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Commission; which 

addressed the Indian Trail ABC store location, law enforcement contracts may be either verbal or in writing and the 

Board's payment of the Town’s 5% of revenue portion of sales after all operating expenses are fulfilled.  

 

Mr. Thomas Garcia, 5549 Potter Road, Indian Trail, NC expressed concerns about the Circle K gas station coming to 

the Austin Village center.  He advised that the concerns are in connection with the tanks and gas fumes that could 

present a potential harm to the children at the nearby Kids are Kids Day Care Center, along with the possible 

contamination of the well water.  He asked if anyone has taken these matters into consideration to ensure the 

safety of the children.  

 

Mike Faulkenberg expressed his appreciation for the attendance of the Council, Mr. Fivas, Ms. DeHart and Ms. 

Barnhardt at the meeting with the developer for Stone Theatre.  He applauded Ms. DeHart for her diligence for 

making it successful. 

 

PRESENTATIONS  

 a. Park, Tree & Greenway Committee annual report. 

 

Mr. Fivas informed Mayor Pro Tem Goodall that this item will need to be rescheduled until the next meeting. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA     

 a. Tax Report - Month end for August 2011 

 b. Approval of yearend cash position LGC 203(COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 

OF THE RECORD.)  

 c. Approval of August 8, 9 & 23, 2011 minutes 

 d. Debt Management Policy Guidelines (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF 
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THE RECORD) 

 e. Brookhaven Subdivision street acceptance (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART 

OF THE RECORD) 

 

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 a. Annexation #129 - Richardson Annexation This hearing was published in the Enquirer 

Journal on September 1, 2011 A request to annex a 2.20 acre lot located on Matthews-

Indian Trail Road. Parcel number #07-105-008 90; Applicant: Scott Fisher 

 

Ms. DeHart advised this is a voluntary annexation petition for a 2.2 acre parcel; the applicant has come into an 

agreement with the property owners.  Ms. DeHart showed Council a map and aerial view of the location, along with 

the history of the property involving an annex petition done in 2006 which was approved by the Council at that 

time but the applicant did not complete the process.  The new petition was presented in July 2011 and on August 

9th the Clerk provided the sufficiency.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Goodall opened and closed the public comments portion of the hearing as no one had signed up to 

speak.  

 

Robert Allen made a motion to approve Annexation #129  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE RECORD) 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS  

 a. Assignment of Action Garbage Contract. 

Mr. Fivas provided the history of this matter.  He explained some of the issues discussed when meeting with Waste 

Pro and staff if comfortable with the service and cost presented.  He advised our current contract terminates July 

31, 2012 which all parties are aware of and that we will put out an RFP for those services.  Mr. Fivas advised that 

representatives from Action and Waste Pro are present, the assignment is complete and they are just waiting for 

the Town to assign the remaining contract to Waste Pro.  Mr. Fivas explained to Waste Pro that the town would like 

to see the cost lowered and services increased and informed Council that they were easy to work with.  Some of 

the services they will provide will be another solid waste drop off location at the Action Garbage facility for free 

during their business hours.  Another matter discussed were provisions for Community Clean up day and they were 

interested in working with us to promote it and free holiday Christmas tree pickups.  Mr. Fivas informed Council 

that there is approximately a $20,000 savings to the Town with this assignment recommending approval of the 

assignment.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Goodall read for the record that the transition will begin on October 1, 2011. 

Ms. Luther confirmed that the drop off will be for Indian Trail residents and taxpayers only.  
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Roger Stanton made a motion to approve authorizing the Town Manager to enter into the assignment contract.  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE 

RECORD.) 

 

Council took and returned from a brief recess.  

 

 b. Resolution to allow vendor to sell merchandise with Indian Trail Logo.  

Mr. Fivas provided some background on this matter advising that Embroid Me sent a letter requesting permission 

to provide our brand to the public and recommended we do this on a trial basis until February 1, 2012.  Mr. Fivas 

informed Council that there are limitations to what the company can do and use.  He referred to the Resolution 

passed by Council pertaining to the use of the logo.  He informed Council of the provisions of the agreement. 

 

Robert Allen made a motion to approve authorizing the use of the Town Logo for a for profit purpose.  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE 

RECORD.) 

 c. Building Reuse and Restoration Grant Application  

     This item was added as a result of a motion made in Item 2  

Mr. Fivas provided the history on this matter, advising this State Grant was approved in the amount of $80,000 by 

Council a couple of months ago.  Since then the company has been working on creating more jobs here which 

creates the request for this modification. Ms. Barnhardt advised that nothing has changed except the number of 

jobs created and the grant amount to $128,000.00. 

Robert Allen made a motion to approve the adjustment for the Building Reuse and Restoration Grant Application.  

 Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion. (COPY ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART OF THE 

RECORD.) 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  

 a. Review and discuss our current Public Comments Policy  

     This matter has been requested by Council Member Luther.  

Ms. Luther would like clarification to the current policy .  Council went over the policy item by item, the following 

are the item numbers and changes requested:   

 

1.  To read "at each regular meeting" 

2.  Leave as is 

3.  a. Change time to 6:30 pm. 

     b.  Leave unchanged 

     c.  Leave unchanged 

     d.  If there are multiple participants who wish to speak on the same subject the Council may require they choose        

           someone to speak for them. 

     e.  Change to "majority vote" and take out rest. 
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     f.   Add "refrain from use of profanity". 

     g.   Leave unchanged 

     h.  Change to "may address regarding matters where there is not otherwise an opportunity to provide public  

           comment. 

     i.   Leave unchanged. 

     j.   Leave unchanged.  

     k.  Take out b, let Keith work on it 

     l.   Change line four. 

     m. Leave unchanged 

     n.  Leave unchanged. 

     o.  Leave unchanged. 

 

Ms. Luther suggested that Mayor should read the following prior to calling the first citizen up to speak:  advise the 

speakers that Council will not be responding, read Items 3c and f (first sentence & last one), m and be sure to make 

speaker aware of Granicus, Council agreed.    (The prior policy is attached hereto and marked with the corrections 

discussed)  (The proposed new policy will be submitted to Council for approval at the October 11, 2011 meeting.) 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT  

 

Mr. Fivas reviewed upcoming events. He informed Council that the September 27th meeting has nothing planned, 

but the Economic Development Strategic Plan consultant would like to come in and review findings.  He suggested 

it be a 30 minute Special Meeting.   

He has been approached about informational pamphlets, requesting direction/authorization from Council to 

prepare these pamphlets with the Bond Counsel guidance to ensure that it’s informational only.  Council agreed 

that information should be put out there for the citizens. Ms. Luther would like to see the information 

pamphlets give the residents an idea of how much these referendums will cost them in taxes.  Mr. Fivas asked 

Council if there is any interest in potentially asking our Bond Counsel on what we can do to have public information 

meetings.  The most important piece is that staff cannot take a huge role in it.  Council will need to attend and 

advise why they voted for it and why it’s important.  Mr. Allen stated he is in favor of getting the information out 

there, Mr. Goodall suggested referencing the particular meeting where it was discussed that took place, Ms. Luther 

agreed this is a good effort to take such an important issue out to the community. 

 

PLANNING REPORT  

      No report  

 

ENGINEERS REPORT  

      No report  

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS  
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Ms. Luther and Mr. Allen had no comments. 

 

Mr. Goodall commented on the ceremony Sunday he attended for the September 11th, 10 year anniversary.  He 

acknowledged the efforts of the organizers.  

 

Mr. Stanton commented on the closing of the solid waste drop off site scheduled for October.  He believes the new 

drop off site provided by Waste Pro restores our citizen’s convenience at a reduced cost to the town and free to the 

residents.  He commended staff on their diligence in getting this done.  

 

CLOSED SESSION  

Robert Allen made a motion NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) To discuss matters relating to the location or expansion of 

business in the area served by this body. 

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

Roger Stanton made a motion to approve coming out of Closed Session  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

ADJOURN   

Roger Stanton made a motion to adjourn  

Council voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

 

APPROVED: _____________________________________ 

                      Jeffrey L. Goodall, Mayor  Pro Tem 

  

  

 

 

  

Attest: _____________________________________ 

           Peggy Piontek, Town Clerk 
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