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Indian Trail Welcomes Mike McLaurin As Town Manager
At it’s Aug. 25 meeting, the Indian Trail Town Council officially hired Michael (Mike) McLaurin as
the new Town Manager. McLaurin began his duties on Aug. 31.
“On behalf of our Town Council, I congratulate Mr. McLaurin on his selection after a rigorous
search process,” said Mayor Michael Alvarez. “We considered many well-qualified candidates
and deliberated carefully, but we found the best-qualified candidate close to home. Mike
McLaurin is an experienced and resourceful manager, with a strong educational background.
His years of experience as a Town Manager will allow him to do an excellent job for our
citizens.”
“I am excited to be joining the team at the Town of Indian Trail,” said McLaurin. “I look forward to
working with the Town Council, staff and community to help continue to move the town
forward.”
McLaurin has many years of local government experience. He is well known in Union County,
having served as Waxhaw Town Manager from 2007 through April 2014. Since then he has
served as interim manager in four North Carolina cities and towns—Claremont (twice), Oxford,
Angier and Selma. Public service as a town manager runs in his family—his brother Bob
McLaurin served as Town Manager in Vail, Colorado, and Jackson, Wyoming, and retired in
2018.
McLaurin also teaches undergraduate political science courses as a part-time lecturer at UNCCharlotte. Early in his career he worked as a communicator/supervisor with the Charlotte Police Department. Then he served as a staff
member of the Centralina Council of Governments in Charlotte for 22 years, assisting local governments in the nine-county region.
McLaurin earned a Master of Public Administration degree from UNC-Charlotte, after completing an associate in arts degree in law
enforcement from Central Piedmont Community College, and a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Pfeiffer University. He is a
native of Laurinburg, which is named for his family. He and wife Catherine live in east Charlotte.
The Mercer Group, Inc., a national public sector executive search and consulting firm with an office in Raleigh, assisted the Town Council
with its search. The Council received 62 applications from 19 states and considered a number of well-qualified candidates with extensive
local government management experience. The Council interviewed several semifinalists. Mayor Alvarez said that the Council greatly
appreciated the valuable input of citizens and Town department heads about the qualifications, experience and characteristics the
Council should look for in the next manager. “We used those criteria as a guide in making our decisions,” he said.
“We thank Raymond Allen, who served our citizens well as Interim Town Manager,” said Alvarez. “Our new Town Manager will find that
our finances are in a sound condition to deal with the opportunities and challenges ahead, with the assistance of our very capable Town
staff.”

September Meeting Dates*
8
15
17

Town Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Board Meeting, 6 p.m.
ABC Board, 6 p.m. @ABC Store

22
24

Town Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Board of Adjustment Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

All meetings are at Indian Trail Town Hall, 315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road, unless otherwise noted. Council meetings may be viewed
online at http://indiantrail.org/310/Live-Archived-Media.
*Meetings are subject to change and cancellation, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please visit the Town’s website at
www.indiantrail.org for the most up-to-date meeting information.

A Message from Mayor Michael Alvarez
Exciting things are happening in Indian Trail, not least of which is the hiring of the new Town Manager,
Michael McLaurin. Mike has years of local government experience, and we are excited to have him help
lead the Town.
As a Town, we also continue to grow, bringing new opportunities to Indian Trail; however, along with that
growth comes growing pains. One of the biggest concerns, for both residents and the Town Council, is
infrastructure. For many years, residential and commercial growth outpaced the repair and upgrade of our
roads. And we are still feeling the effects of that.
Many of the roads in Indian Trail are owned by NCDOT, which means, the Town has little control over the
condition of the roads. This frustrates me and the council as much as it does our residents. I live in a
subdivision where the roads have not been paved in decades.

Tax Collection Reminder
Tax bills were mailed on Friday, Aug. 21, and
were due on Sept. 1, 2020. Tax payments are
considered delinquent after Jan. 5, 2021.
Escrowed bills are not mailed to the homeowner
but are sent directly to the mortgage company
instead.
Taxes can be paid online at www.indiantrail.org,
by visiting Town Hall at 315 Matthews-Indian Trail
Road, or by mail to the Indian Trail Tax Office, PO
Box 2430, Indian Trail, NC, 28079.
Questions about the assessed value of your
property should be directed to Union County by
calling 704.283.3746.
If you have questions about your bill, call the
Indian Trail Tax Office at 704.821.5401.

If you have a concern over an NCDOT-owned
road, you can report it at https://www.ncdot.gov/contact/Pages/default.
aspx. Also share it with the Council so we can advocate for these improvements as well. Please note that because of funding issues, NCDOT has had
to put many projects on hold.
For Town-owned roads, you can submit a service request form for potholes
at https://nc-indiantrail.civicplus.com/FormCenter/Engineering-PublicWorks-4/Service-Request-Form-44. Through its Capital Improvement Project
fund, the Town secures a paving contract to repave roads based on need. If
you are interested in having a Traffic Calming Study done on a road, you can
fill out a request form at https://nc-indiantrail.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/1897/Neighborhood-Traffic-Calming-Request-Form.
If you have questions or concerns about your roads, you can call me at
980.210.1320.
God bless you all.
Respectfully,
Mayor Michael Alvarez

Safety Tips from the Union County Sheriff’s Office
Lock Your Vehicles & Remove Valuables

Each and every time you leave your vehicle, make sure
the doors are locked and all valuables are out of site.
Thieves are less likely to target your vehicle if they can’t
gain easy access and they don’t see anything worth
taking.

Slow Down in Schools Zones

School is back in session across Union County. Please
slow down in school zones and watch for students at
bus stops and walking to and from school.
Also, please follow the North Carolina School Bus Stop
Law. The graphic to the right provides an excellent
reminder of when you need to stop.
Giving yourself a few extra minutes in the morning could
save a life.

Solid Waste and Recycling: News and Reminders
Yard Waste Reminders

It’s hard to believe that fall is less than a month away! Before we know it,
the leaves will be turning colors, falling off the trees, and it will be time to
bring out the rakes.
As you begin your fall clean-up, keep these yard waste guidelines in
mind:
• Grass and leaves should be placed in clear bags or biodegradable
lawn bags curbside for service.
• Tree trimmings must be 4 ft or less in length and 2 inches in
diameter. These can be stacked in neat bundles curbside for pickup.
Yard waste service is offered every other week on your solid waste
service day. A third truck will be servicing all yard waste materials. You
do not have to request a pick-up, but if you are missed for yard waste
service or are unsure of your service day, please call God Bless USA solid
waste company at 704.708.5872 or the Indian Trail Town Hall at
704.821.5401.
Please do not place yard waste in any trash cart or recycle cart as it is considered a contaminant for NC landfills.

Labor Day Service Delay

Solid waste pick-up will not occur on Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of the Labor Day holiday. Your solid waste pick-up will be delayed
one day. For example, if your regular pick-up day is Monday, it will be on Tuesday during the week of Sept. 7. If your regular pick-up day is
Tuesday, it will be on Wednesday, and so on.
If you have any questions, please contact the Public Works Department at 704.821.5401.

Welcome
New Businesses!
The following businesses have recently opened
in Indian Trail:
Indian Trail Dental Studio
4514 Old Monroe Road, Suite E
704.839.2434
www.indiantraildentalstudio.com
Facebook: @IndianTrailDentalStudio
Strikers Soccer Center Indian Trail
7316 Stinson Hartis Road
704.794.3876
indiantrail.strikerssoccer.com
Facebook: @StrikersSoccerCenter
Twitter: @StrikersSoccer1
Tap and Vine
6443 Old Monroe Road, Suite A
704.776.9597
tapandvinenc.com
Facebook: @tapandvinenc

Have you recently opened a business in
Indian Trail? Let us know, and you will be
featured on our social media pages and in
the next newsletter. Contact Communications
Coordinator Abbey Ball at anb@indiantrail.org.

Seats Open on Town Boards Help Shape Indian Trail’s Future
Are you looking to have a bigger impact on the future of Indian Trail or do you
have ideas on new ways the Town could address issues important to you? Then
consider joining one of Indian Trail’s Boards or Committees.

The Town is currently accepting applications for:
• The Planning Board
• One open seat
• One-year term with residency required
• Board of Adjustment
• Two open seats
• One-year term with residency required
Boards and Committees typically meet once a month and are appointed by
Town Council after applying. They work to research and debate a number of
different issues and policies that come before the Town and make recommendations to the Indian Trail Town Council on the appropriate steps to take.
The Planning Board reviews future growth within the Town and ensures
consistency with current plans and regulations, including the Comprehensive
Plan, rezoning requests, conditional use permits and more.
The Board of Adjustment hears and decides appeals and interpretations of the
Town’s Unified Development Ordinance.
If you have experience in these areas and are interested in joining a Board, fill
out an application on our website at www.indiantrail.org/305/Boards-Committees. If you have any questions, contact Town Clerk Kathy Queen at
klq@indiantrail.org or 704.821.5401.

Parks and Recreation: News and Events
Save the Date! Hallowingo

The Town may have had to cancel the Halloween Spooktakular because of
COVID-19, but we’re still going to bring you a fun, safe, and spooky event:
Hallowingo!
Sponsored by Pleasant Plains Dental, Hallowingo will allow participants to stay safe
in their cars while playing a fun game of Bingo. Coupons, candy and other prizes are
up for grabs.
Date: Saturday, October 24
Location: Chestnut Square Park
Cost: FREE
Register: https://secure.rec1.com/NC/city-of-indian-trail/catalog/index/fd2b6ea13
da89d39f4fe0991776fc95e?filter=c2VhcmNoPWhhbGw=
Local businesses interested in being a part of the event can provide a coupon/offer
that will be given away to 500 families. To sign up to participate as a vendor, visit
https://secure.rec1.com/NC/city-of-indian-trail/catalog?filter=c2VhcmNoPTEyMzI1N
zU= or call 704.821.8114.

E-Sports: Battle of the Karts!

Contact Information
Town Council
Michael Alvarez, Mayor
malvarez@indiantrail.org
Marcus McIntyre, Mayor Pro Tem
mmcintyre@indiantrail.org
Todd Barber, Council Member
tbarber@indiantrail.org
Mike Head, Council Member
mhead@indiantrail.org
Jerry Morse, Council Member
jmorse@indiantrail.org

Important Numbers
UC Sewer and Water Services
704.296.4210
UC Public Schools
704.296.9898
UC Sheriff’s Office (IT Division)
704.283.3791
Hemby Bridge Fire Department
704.882.2100
Baker’s Fire Department
704.289.2741
Stallings Fire Department
704.821.7100

Celebrate National Video Game Day with
an epic online Mario Kart tournamnet you
won’t forget! Lots of great prizes for
tournament finalists and the champion will
be availbale.
Date: Saturday, September 12
Time: Noon-2 p.m.
Register:
https://discord.com/invite/exazH8s
Participants must register using the link
above. Registration closes on Sept. 10 at
5 p.m.

Adventures in a Box

Each week, the Indian Trail Parks &
Recreation Department is creating a
themed “Adventure in a Box.” Each box
contains 4-7 activities for kids to have lots
of fun completing. Each box is only $10
and contains ALL the instructions and
materials needed to complete the projects.
To register, visit itsparksandrec.com or call
704.821.8114. The week of the program,
you can pick-up the Program Box kit at
Town Hall from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call ahead
and we’ll bring IT out to you!
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315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079
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@IndianTrail
@IndianTrailGOV
@indiantrailnc

Sign up for
e-notifications at
www.indiantrail.org.

