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A Message from the Town Manager: Budget Process
Many North Carolina cities, and counties are beginning their budget process, and Indian Trail is no
exception. In larger cities and counties, budgeting is a year-round process.
In general, North Carolina law requires that local governments comply with benchmarks in the
completion of its budget process:
1. A balanced budget must be approved by July 1 or else an interim budget must be approved until a
more permanent budget is approved.
2. The city or county manager must present a budget by June 1.
3. There must be a public hearing and all budget meetings must be open to the public.
4. The local government, as part of its budget process, must set the tax rate, and the tax rate may only
be set once a year.
While there are many other technical steps, the four items mentioned above are the most prominent.
Over the years, the budget process has become more complex. Contributing to this complexity includes how much a city or county grows
or loses population. Another factor that influences the complexity is how we receive revenue, such as sales tax, Powell Bill funds, etc.
Powell Bill funds are originated by gasoline tax and distributed by the state government. These funds may only be used for roads, sidewalks, and similar projects. A drop of retail sales or gasoline tax or policy changes by state government can and will greatly impact our
budget.
Complexity also increases as a community seeks to develop a multiyear plan assessing its needs and revenue and planning accordingly.
Despite this challenge, multiyear planning is a must for cities and counties to be successful.
While there are many budget “philosophies,” I have always subscribed to the view that the budget is a statement of a community’s
priorities and a financial plan on how to address those priorities.
This year, our board and staff are working together to establish a common core of values and priorities and will build the budget from
those priorities. Virtual budget workshops are scheduled for Feb. 24 and March 8 at 5:30 p.m. The budget presentation will be May 11
with a public hearing on May 25 with adoption scheduled for June 8.
If you’d like to learn more about the Town’s finances or view the current budget, visit the Finance section of our website at
http://indiantrail.org/160/Finance-Business-Operations.
Sincerely,
Mike McLaurin
Town Manager
fmm@indiantrail.org

February Meeting Dates*
3
9
16
18

PARC Committee, 6 p.m. (Virtual)
Town Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Virtual)
Planning Board Meeting, 6 p.m. (Virtual)
ABC Board, 6 p.m. @ABC Store (5880 U.S. 74)

23
24
28

Town Council Meeting, 6:30 p.m. (Virtual)
Budget Workshop, 5:30 p.m. (Virtual)
Board of Adjustment Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

All meetings are at Indian Trail Town Hall, 315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road, unless otherwise noted. Council meetings may be viewed
online at http://indiantrail.org/310/Live-Archived-Media.
*Meetings are subject to change and cancellation, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. Please visit the Town’s website at
www.indiantrail.org for the most up-to-date meeting information.

Solid Waste and Recycling: News and Reminders
February Bulk and e-Waste Pick-Up - Happening Now!

1-12

Bulk and e-Waste Pick Up began Feb. 1 and runs through Feb. 12. Residents should put their bulk waste at the curb
on the SAME DAY they put out their recycling can during those two weeks. If you’re not sure which week you are, visit
www.indiantrail.org/256/Solid-Waste-Service or call 704.821.5401.

Recycling Glass
Glass Facts
So, if we can no longer put our glass items in the curbside recycling cart, what do we do with them? It’s tempting to throw glass
into the trash can, but please do not do that. Here are two reasons why:
• Glass is 100% recyclable and can be recycled endlessly without loss in quality or purity.
• Glass takes one million years to decompose in the environment, perhaps even
more in a landfill.
Where to recycle glass:
• Union County Convenience sites. The closest location to Indian Trail is at 4600
Gold Mine Road. This is only a few miles out of Indian Trail off Wesley Chapel
Road. It’s open Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.
It is still so important to take the long view of staying dedicated to recycling,
amidst all the other world changes right now. Our environment continues to be a
high priority for us as well as future generations.
For more information about what can and can’t be recycled, visit
http://indiantrail.org/264/Recycling-Collection.

Citizens of the Quarter: Frances and Michael Knight
Frances and Michael Knight learned the values of helping others and giving back to the community at
a young age. Frances is a native of Rhodhiss, North Carolina, and was taught by her parents to be
involved and to find ways to help people if they needed it. Michael grew up in Pageland, South
Carolina, and followed in his parents’ footsteps of being active in the community.
Frances and Michael, who moved to Indian Trail in 1995, have found numerous was to give back and
serve others since locating here. Theirs was the 34th home built in Brandon Oaks, and they were
instrumental in forming the first HOA board. Additionally, Frances was on the pool and social
committees, and Michael played Santa Claus for the neighborhood for several years. He has also
played Santa Claus for numerous Indian Trail Christmas
parades.
When their daughter was in school, the Knights were
active in the PTA and youth activities at the Faith Baptist
Church in Monroe, where they have been members since 1978. They have also been
members of the Greater Monroe Lions Club since 1999.
In addition to civic organizations, Frances and Michael also served on Town committees.
Frances served on the safety committee, and Michael was on the transportation committee.
The Knights are both retired and still live in Brandon Oaks. They continue to be active in the
community and their church. They say the best part about community service is seeing the
happiness on people’s faces.

Michael Knight as Santa Claus

Indian Trail appreciates their commitment to helping others and are honored to name them the Citizens of the Quarter for the fourth quarter of 2020. If you’d like to nominate something for Citizen of the Quarter, visit http://indiantrail.org/434/Citizen-of-the-Quarter.

Planning on Building a Pool? Here’s What You Need to Know
Summers are HOT in North Carolina, and nothing is better than taking a dip in your own backyard pool. If you plan on building a
pool within the Indian Trail town limits, follow the steps below to obtain a Pool Permit.
Step 1: Fill out a Residential Services Application (http://indiantrail.org/DocumentCenter/View/2441/Residential-Services-Permit).
Step 2: Pay the Permit Fee: 600 sq. ft. or less = $60; 600 sq. ft. or greater = $90. The permit is good for 6 months.
Step 3: You have to schedule a Mandatory Construction Meeting with the Engineering Department.
Step 4: Once the meeting has been completed, you can begin construction.
NOTE: Once the pool is
complete, a follow-up
meeting with the Town
is encouraged but not
required.
Important Facts:
Draining a Pool
The only way to drain a
pool is to hire a commercial
company to pump water
out and physically haul
it away. It is prohibited
to drain a pool into the
existing stormwater
system. This is considered an illicit discharge and you will be assessed a fine. See below for some facts about draining a pool:
• Pool water is infused with chemicals such as chlorine, bromine, algaecides, biocides and stabilizers. These are all highly toxic
to wildlife. Draining pools into storm drains can pollute creeks with these contaminants.
• Dechlorinate your pool water by allowing the water to sit in the sun for two weeks without adding any chlorine before
discharging the water. You may also use a chemical dechlorinating additive. Always be sure to test your pool water before
discharging. All pool drainage must be clear, colorless and free of suspended solids.
• Saltwater pools cannot be drained to a storm drain. Salt can harm freshwater wildlife and impact a creek’s delicate equilibrium.
Saltwater pools will need to be pumped by a professional pool service company and disposed of in an appropriate manner.
• Pool filters should never be cleaned in the street, gutter or near a storm drain. Filters should only be rinsed above a lawn or
other pervious surface.
If you have any additional questions about building a pool, contact the Town of Indian Trail’s Engineering Department at
704.821.5401.

Save the Date!
Red Cross Blood Drive
MARCH
2

The Town of Indian Trail has partnered with the
American Red Cross and Carolina Courts to hold a
blood drive:

Date: March 2, 2021
Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Location: Carolina Courts (240 Chestnut Parkway)
Register: www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS
Schedule your appointment today and
help save up to three lives with one
donation!
The Red Cross has implemented
additional safety measures to help keep
its volunteers, donors and employees safe
during COVID.

2021 Golf Cart Registration
If you haven’t already, don’t forgot to purchase your golf cart
registration for 2021!
All residents who operate a golf cart must complete a golf cart
registration and submit it to the Town of Indian Trail. A golf cart
registration fee of $25 is due upon application. The registration
is good for the calendar year it is issued and will expire on Dec.
31 each year.
Golf carts must also pass a
safety inspection from the
Sheriff’s Office before
being given a registration.
For more information or to
submit an application, call
704.821.5401 or visit Town
Hall at 315 MatthewsIndian Trail Road.

Join an Indian Trail Board or Committee
Are you interested in getting more involved in the community? Then consider
joining one of Indian Trail’s Boards or Committees.
The ABC Board has one term expiring on March 30, 2021. Applications should be
received by March 18.
The Town of Indian Trail has the following terms expiring on June, 30, 2021:
• Two seats on the Board of Adjustment
• Two seats on the Planning Board
• Two seats on the Stormwater Advisory Committee
• One seat on the Parks, Arts, Recreation and Culture Committee
Applications for these Boards and Committees should be received by May 3. To
apply, fill out an application at http://indiantrail.org/305/Boards-Committees under
Board Member Application Forms.
All applications should be sent to Town Clerk Kathy Queen at klq@indiantrail.org.
You can also return applications in person to Town Hall at 315 Matthews-Indian
Trail Road or by mail to the attention of the Town Clerk at PO Box 2430, Indian Trail,
NC 28079.

Contact Information
Town Council
Michael Alvarez, Mayor
malvarez@indiantrail.org
Marcus McIntyre, Mayor Pro Tem
mmcintyre@indiantrail.org
Todd Barber, Council Member
tbarber@indiantrail.org
David Cohn, Council Member
dcohn@indiantrail.org
Mike Head, Council Member
mhead@indiantrail.org
Jerry Morse, Council Member
jmorse@indiantrail.org

Parks and Recreation: News and Events
February E-Sports Tournament

Come compete in the Town of Indian Trail’s
Rocket League Doubles Tournament!
Participants must register using the link below.
Game: Doubles Rocket League
Date: Saturday, February 13
Time: 12 p.m.
Register: https://discord.gg/exazH8s
Ages: 6+
Email wsc@indiantrail.org with any questions.

Adventures in a Box

Feb. 9 is National Pizza Day - and IT’s going to help you celebrate!
Sign up for this “Box” that will be filled with three
“pizza” meals (snack, meal, and dessert) - all ingredients included! And the best part? We will have virtual
follow-along video instructions for your child! The box
will also include measuring supplies, pizza fact sheets,
recipe cards and more.

Town Manager
Michael McLaurin
fmm@indiantrail.org
Important Numbers
UC Sewer and Water Services
704.296.4210
UC Public Schools
704.296.9898
UC Sheriff’s Office (IT Division)
704.283.3791

Sign your child up today to get in on all the fun! Visit
itsparksandrec.com and click on Programs & Events.
Pick-up date: Tuesday, Feb. 9, from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. at the Indian Trail Town Hall at 315
Matthews- Indian Trail Road.
**Reminder - this is a pick-up program. Due to COVID-19, ITsparksandrec will not be holding
onsite programs at this time.**

Hemby Bridge Fire Department
704.882.2100

TOWN OF INDIAN TRAIL

Baker’s Fire Department
704.289.2741

315 Matthews-Indian Trail Road
Indian Trail, NC 28079
704.821.5401
www.indiantrail.org

Stallings Fire Department
704.821.7100

@IndianTrail
@IndianTrailGOV
@indiantrailnc

Sign up for
e-notifications at
www.indiantrail.org.

